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Summary of presentations on the the use of Farm Saved Seed as presented during the ESA congres from October 10-11 2005 in Brussels. 

1. Extract from the presentation of Mr. Francois Desprez, chairman of the ESA Task Force on Farm Saved Seed, as presented during the ESA General Assembly

It has always been a major concern of ESA as well as its predecessors (COMASSO,

COSEMCO, AMUFOC and ASSOPOMAC) to have good intelligence about the seed and the varieties used throughout the EU. A survey carried out by ESA in 2005  now clearly shows also that the situation is deteriorating:

- In many Member States still no scheme is in place to collect royalties on FSS

- in countries where such schemes have been put in place thanks to Council Regulations

2100/94, 1768/95 and 2605/98, the royalty collection on FSS is becoming more and

more difficult if not impossible because of the increasing difficulty breeders experience

when trying to obtain the relevant information from farmers or processors

ESA has therefore decided to set up a Task Force to address the issue of FSS and to work on proposals for an improvement of this situation. The first goal of this task force has been to review the data on the use of FSS in EU25.To achieve this, a detailed questionnaire has been sent out to all national seed associations requesting on the one hand the crop-related information and on the other hand the legal and administrative system in place in the respective Member State. 

Although the figures from such surveys can always be challenged in detail, this study allows us to assess the overall impact of the non-implementation of the relevant legislation on the breeders’ accounts. We estimate that the collection of royalties on varieties of the species defined in Regulation 2100/94 is around 240 million €. Collection of royalties on FSS in countries where adequate systems exist is about 22 million €.

Therefore, with a loss close to 65 million €, we are talking about a 25% loss of overall income Europe’s breeders are missing

To further illustrate this, I should mention that our study covers more than 44 million hectares of cereals, which is approx. 95% of the total EU acreage of these species.

It also covers, thanks to the work done within ESA’s Section Potatoes, 100% of this crop’s EU acreage.

This situation is unacceptable to breeders!

You realize the importance of the resources lost to research and breeding:

· 65 million € of lost royalty payments year by year (and probably even more in the

future if nothing is done) and

· even more, if there is an even further decrease of the use of certified seed

This situation is particularly unfair to those farmers who are paying their royalties by

purchasing certified seed or by providing information and paying remuneration on their FSS whereas others, benefiting from the same genetic improvement through protected varieties, do not pay anything. If there is no improvement, innovation in plant breeding which is a major key to competitiveness and sustainability of the EU’s farming and the agro-industry will slow down as the seed industry will divest funds from its research programmes related to those species concerned by the FSS problem. Our assessment is that the current legal framework is not operating properly and its goals and ambitions are not achieved. As an industry, together with the relevant authorities, we want to contribute to its improvement. Let us also realize: the financial amount we are talking about is of utmost importance and significance to Europe’s breeders, many of them being small and medium sized enterprises. At the same time, it represents almost nothing, less than a few EURO per hectare of cereals, pulses, rape or potatoes cropped in the European Union!

Now that the damaging financial consequences of the increasing use of FSS and the poor enforcement of breeders’ rights are demonstrated, the next step for ESA’s Task Force on FSS is to elaborate proposals how to resolve this situation. This will be done in 2006.

2. Tabels presented by Mr. Bert Scholte, Technical Director of ESA, in the meetings of the different ESA crop sections. 

Tabel 1 - Farm Saved Seed in cereals ( Harvest 2004 )

The data in this tabel are based on  a survey by ESA carried out in 2005. Answers were received from ESA members in 19 countries in the European Union, representing  44.000.000 ha’s of cereals which is approximately 95% of the total cereal acreage in the European Union of 25 countries in relation to harvest 2004.

Crop 
Area ( ha )


% FSS
Area FSS ( ha )

Winter wheat
17.800.000
54
9.700.000

Winter barley
6.200.000
56
3.400.000

Rye
2.700.000
78
2.100.000

Triticale
2.300.000
62
1.400.000

Durum wheat
3.300.000
1
33.000

Spring wheat
1.300.000
75
900.000

Spring barley
6.400.000
45
2.900.000

Oats
2.500.000
69
1.700.000

Mixed Cereals
1.400.000
90
1.260.000






Total
44.000.000
53
23.500.000

Tabel 2 - Trends in the use of Farm Saved Seed in winter wheat, winter barley and spring barley between 2002 – 2004.

In all three crops an increase of the use of FSS between 2002 – 2004 can be observed. 

Winter wheat
Number  of countries
Area (in ha )
% FSS

2002
14
16.900.000
48

2003
14
15.400.000
50

2004
14
17.100.000
54

Winter barley
Number  of countries
Area (in ha )
% FSS

2002
13
6.800.000
52

2003
13
6.100.000
54

2004
13
6.200.000
55

Spring barley
Number  of countries
Area (in ha )
% FSS

2002
13
5.400.000
47

2003
13
5.800.000
48

2004
13
5.400.000
49

Tabel 3 - Trends in the use of Farm Saved Seed in Winter oilseed rape between 2002 – 2004.

The use of FSS in winter oilseed rape can be devided in two groups. In the first group, consisting of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Germany and Sweden, the use of FSS is not an issue as is shown in the first tabel. In the second group, consisting of France, Poland and the UK the use of FSS is important and increasing rapidly. 

Year

Austria
Belgium
Denmark
Germany
Sweden

2002
Area
55000
5093
78000

31219


% FSS
0
1
0

0

2003
Area
55000
4644
102000
1280000
23352


% FSS
0
1
0
1
0

2004
Area
55000
5556

1300000
84315


% FSS
0
1

1
0

Year

France
Poland
UK
Total

2002
Area
1.029.000
380.000
406.000
1.815.000


% FSS
25
25
55
31.7

2003
Area
1.070.000
520.000
476.000
2.066.600


% FSS
27
25
51
32.0

2004
Area
1.118.000
538.000
481.000
2.317.000


% FSS
30
30
53
35.2

Tabel 4 - Farm Saved Seed in potatoes ( Harvest 2004 )

The data in this tabel are based on an estimation by the major Potato seed companies on the use of FSS potatoes in all 25 EU Member States. It should be noted that approximately 40% of the area is grown with open or public / not protected varieties. 

Crop 
Area

( ha ) 
% FSS
Area FSS

( ha )

Potatoes
2.280.000
63
1.430.000
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